The increase of ethnocultural and ethnoconfessional interactions in the context of modern cultural and religious diversity of Russia demands modernization of learning process according to the existing educational policy of multicultural education and defines the relevancy of the article. The purpose of the article is to analyze retrospectively the functioning of Buddhist religious education system in the Republic of Buryatia taking into account the multicultural component. The central methods in this research along with analysis, synthesis, abstraction, induction, deduction, generalization are the analysis of interactive documents and the method of case-study, an active problem-contextual analysis. The article briefly characterizes the main stages of Buddhist education development and the current religious situation in the Republic of Buryatia, reveals the peculiarities of introducing the subjects studying the basics of religious cultures and secular ethics in educational process, defines national and territorial characteristics of Buddhist education implementation in secular schools in the Republic of Buryatia, justifies its preventive educational potential for multicultural society. The study material can be useful for orientalist scholars and also both theorists and practitioners of general pedagogics, Buddhist and multicultural education.
Introduction
Nowadays when complex socio-political processes develop in the context of strengthening of the "Buddhist factor" in the Republic of Buryatia, studying of Buddhist religious education gains particular importance. The present stage of public and academic thought in Buryatia can be defined as a historical retrospective stage, which can be characterized by active studying of spiritual heritage of the Buddhism, attempts to connect the past and the present, to find the binding threads that would add historical importance to the revival of Buddhist tradition. The academic reflection and formulation of the contemporary religious and cultural situation, search of its spiritual sources will help to reveal the general and specific regularities of the Buddhism as the system of ideas and theories and to track the stages of its revival in the former Soviet Union. Post-Perestroika and Post-Soviet revival of religious education in Russia is a significant historical event of deep spiritual meaning which demands academic interpretation by the contemporaries.
The research gains special importance due to the educational policy realized in the Russian Federation of multicultural education which was put on paper in such documents of the state level as: "The Concept of Multicultural Education Development in the Russian Federation" (2004) , and further in "The Concept of the Federal Target Educational Program for 2016-2020" (2014) where it is clearly defined that "within the framework of distributing contemporary models of children's successful socialization throughout the entire territory of the Russian Federation integrated models of the basic and additional education will be widespread throughout all territorial subjects of the Russian Federation. These innovative educational and inttitutional models will shape the civil identity of students in the conditions of multicultural and polyconfessional society" (The Concept of the Federal Target Educational Program for [2016] [2017] [2018] [2019] [2020] 2014 ).
Thus, the ideas of equality and equivalency of the people, respect of national dignity and religious freedom, need for strengthening and improvement of people's friendship, systematic cultural and pedagogical work against negative phenomena in this area come to the forefront in modern educational process.
Literature Review
The Russian Buddhist studies appeared not so long ago, a little over a century ago. During these years, scholars have finished to some extent the research of the main Buddhist treatises. It is a truly monumental work taking into account a huge number of philosophical treatises written within the 25 centuries of Buddhism history as the philosophical doctrine. Linnart Mäll, the known buddhologist, has written an article "Dharma as Text and Text-Producing Mechanism" in "Bulletin of the University of Tartu" (Mäll, 1968) on this issue. In the Buddhist studies, the priorities were given to translation and analysis of philosophical treatises, while studying of Buddhist educational systems which actually allowed the Buddhism to become highly intellectual religion stayed in the background. Shcherbatskoy (1988) , Pyatigorsky (2004) , Mäll (1968) , Dandaron (1996) and also in the textbooks published by the staff of the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences Ermakova, Ostrovskaya and Rudoy (1999) . These authors pay attention mostly to the philosophical content of the Buddhist religious education, which is the main objective of their researches.
A number of foreign researchers study the potential of Buddhist education within a certain country or a specific geographical region. In such a way, J. Li and D. Moore (2014) try to find balance between traditional faith-based education and state education system in one of China prefectures with Theravada Buddhist religious identity. T. Hyland (2013) considers the statefunded education in England and argues against the faith-based education, however, he does not deny opportunities of using the Buddhist traditions in secular approach to educational practice. A number of works of contemporary orientalists are turned to the resource potential of Buddhist theory (Yao, 2006) which can be used both for shaping an adequate view on peacekeeping around the world, economic balance, the uniform rights and freedoms for all especially among migrant population (Murakami, 2012; Tarman & Gürel, 2017) , and for personal (Kim & Choi, 2016) and educational reasons (Lafer & Aydin, 2012; Thanissario, 2011; Mamgain, 2010) .
Recently one can notice a growing interest of Russian and foreign scholars to the problems of multicultural education (Lonshakova, 2010 , Ten, 2007 , Saint-Hilaire, 2014 , Ngo, 2010 , Forrest et al., 2016 , Barzanò et al., 2017 , Byker & Marquardt, 2016 Kopish, 2016; Yigit, 2017) .
However, there are almost no researches on the Buddhist education in the Republic of Buryatia in the foreign periodicals. The publication by Petrova (2013) retrospectively considers underground hindu and buddhist-inspired religious movements in Soviet Russia between the late 1950s and the late 1980s while the article of Holland (2014) presents the comparative analysis of across faith and national groups of religious practice and belief in the Republic of Buryatia.
However, they both do not fully reflect the research issues chosen by the authors.
Methodological Framework
This research aims to provide the authors' interpretation of the modern system of Buddhist religious education in the Republic of Buryatia through the prism of multicultural education which is widely propagandized in modern Russia on state and regional levels.
The main tasks of the research are:
-to submit a short retrospective analysis of the development of Buddhist religious education in the Republic of Buryatia;
-to analyse and critically evaluate the existing religious situation in the contemporary Buryatia;
-to reveal the advantages of introducing the courses studying the basics of religious cultures and secular ethics into the school curricula in the Republic of Buryatia;
-to define national and territorial characteristics of Buddhist education implementation at secular school in the Republic of Buryatia and its preventive educational potential for multicultural society.
The following methods were used in order to achieve the objective and the tasks of this theoretical research: analysis, synthesis, abstraction, induction, deduction, generalization.
Interdisciplinary methodological synthesis was carried out with the help of sociological method of analysis of interactive documents (Sivovolov, 2007) directly or indirectly connected with the issues of Buddhist education on sociological, analytical, religious and educational web pages;
and also with the help of a method of active problem-contextual analysis -case study, which is mainly used in social and economic researches.
Results and Discussion

Economic and geographical characteristics of the Republic of Buryatia
The Republic of Buryatia is the subject of the Russian Federation, which is included into In order to analyze the religious situation in the Republic of Buryatia we have addressed the "Arena" project of the Independent Research Service "Sreda". "Arena" (The Atlas of
Religions and Nationalities) is the first Russian research aiming to give a full picture of religiousness of the population both across Russia in general and in each region in particular.
The data on the Republic of Buryatia received during the sociological survey which was conducted in 2012 among urban and rural population aged from 18 years and more are as follows (Research Service "Sreda", 2012) . Table 1 Religious priorities of inhabitants of the Republic of Buryatia Fridays it is filled almost completely. Without women. Therefore, for women we have singled out a separate day which is Sunday" ("Islamic Portal", 2010 In Soviet period the traditions of "Shamanism", or "Tengrism", have been destroyed.
However, from the 1990s there were founded several religious associations of shamans-boo who actively engaged in restoration of almost lost religious traditions. This process takes place due to the growing popularity of neoshamanism adapted by its adherents to the urban culture. In this situation, many Irkutsk Buryats began to declare again their religious identity and commitment of traditional national religion. In this regard "shamanists" obviously go beyond the statistical error (of 2-3%), and, most probably constitute a steady and rather numerous group" (How many Orthodox Christians, Old Believers and Buddhists are there in Buryatia? 2012).
In the researches of "Arena" there is a special analytical article devoted to the Buddhists of Russia. In the article of the July 6, 2014 with the speaking name "715 thousand Russian
Buddhists: relatively young and convinced that religion is important", Kuzmicheva, the researcher of the "Arena" project writes: "In comparison with an average Russian citizen the Buddhists twice more rare agree with the statements "I support traditional family principles when the man is the head of the family", "I would like to believe in God more, than I believe now" and "I pray every day, with my own words or fixed prayers" (Kuzmicheva, 2014 (Kuzmicheva, 2014) . Two of these statements -"I would like to believe in God more, than I believe now" and "I pray every day, with my own words or fixed prayers" (Kuzmicheva, 2014) Tuva was built at the Buddhist university Drepung Gomang (Zhironkina, 2007) , in 2008 -a hostel for students from Kalmykia (Yancheglov, 2008) , in 2013 the three-storied hostel for students from Buryatia was built (The hostel for students from Buryatia is built at the monastic university in India, 2013). 
Basics of religious cultures and secular ethics
In 1991 Barguzinsky  22  350  16  279  14  -41  -Bauntovsky  11  142  29  113  ----Bichursky  21  284  91  25  151  -17  -Dzhidinsky  30  309  70  213  5  -21  -Yeravninsky  17  224  46  102  41  -35  -Zaigrayevsky  39  630  257  336  14  -23  -Zakamensky  31  378  95  165  --118  -Ivolginsky  26  576  158  418  ----Kabansky  38  699  137  488  64  -10  -Kizhinginsky  10  216  85  85  2  -44  -Kurumkansky  14  195  171  15  --9  -Kyakhtinsky  31  503  320  141  17  -25  -Muysky  8  141  33  108  ----Mukhorshi-birsky  25  301  16  259  --26  -Okinsky  6  86  70  ---16  -Pribaykkalsky  24  393  124  241  28  ---Severo-Baykalsky  10  136  5  122  9  ---Selenginsky  34  524  106  360  2  -56  -Tarbagataysky  15  221  17  181  23  ---Tunkinsky  23  321  68  200  --53  -Khorinsky  21  247  49  189  3  -6 
Source: website of the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Buryatia
The table shows that parents generally choose "The Basics of Secular Ethics" module - Today it is obvious that for many if not for the majority, banal religiousness acts as religion, it does not contradict to the belief, but also is not equal to it" (Amogolonova, et. al., 2016) . Apart from this factor, religious syncretism inherent to the region of Transbaikalia and noticed by many researchers also cannot be disregarded. "Religious and cultural syncretism typical to the religious situation of the contemporary Buryatia can be considered to some extent as the result of interaction of former generations who evinced not only the possibility of appealing to different religions, but also the efficiency of such way of religious confession" (Amogolonova, et. al., 2016) . Tatiana In June 2013 on the basis of the Buryat State University the department of religious studies and theology was opened. On September 1, 2013, the subject "The Basics of Religious Cultures and Secular Ethics" never taught before at the Soviet school was introduced to the obligatory school program and is studied to the present day. It gives the chance "to minimize risks in the multicultural environment and to help civil society and religion to compromise and respect each other. In this regard, in our opinion, clericalisation of education is impermissible, but children should know more about religion which acts in many respects as the basis for culture" (The department of religious studies and theology at BSU opens against the background of heated discussions about the place of religion in life of society, 2013).
Conclusion
The observed revival of religious education within the promotion of multicultural education in Russia is a significant historical event of deep spiritual meaning which demands further academic interpretation. Over the last couple of decades, the Buddhist university and It is very important that throughout its history Buddhist education instills tolerance -an important human quality for the multicultural and multi-confessional world. Buddha told his pupils that when going to the other countries one should respect foreign gods because if they exist in minds of these people, they really exist. His followers practiced the similar attitude to other religions. In all countries the Buddhism peacefully gets on with other religions, in India - 
